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(57) ABSTRACT

An image generating device includes a first image-informa-
tion generating unit that generates first image information
based on a plurality of pieces of acquired color element
information, a color-component detecting unit that detects a
predetermined color component based on each piece of color
element information, a color-component eliminating unit
that eliminates the predetermined color component detected
by the color-component detecting unit from a predetermined
piece of color element information among the plurality of
pieces of color element information, and a second image-
information generating unit that generates second color
information based on a piece of color element information
obtained by eliminating the predetermined color component
by the color-component eliminating unit and another piece
of color element information.
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IMAGING DEVICE, ENDOSCOPE SYSTEM
AND IMAGING METHOD USING
YELLOW-ELIMINATED GREEN DATA

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of PCT international
application Ser. No. PCT/JP2009/067863 filed on Oct. 15,
2009 which designates the United States, incorporated
herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an image generating
device, an endoscope system, and an image generating
method capable of simultaneously obtaining a normal
image, which is a color image of an object illuminated with
white light, and a spectral image, which is an image gener-
ated using a specific color component. The positional rela-
tion of the normal image and the spectral image is such that
the images are of an identical object.

2. Description of the Related Art

In recent years, a capsule-shaped body-insertable appa-
ratus (e.g., a capsule endoscope) equipped with an imaging
function and a wireless communication function has been
proposed, and a body-insertable apparatus system for cap-
turing images of the inside of a subject by using the capsule
endoscope has been developed. In order to enable observa-
tion (examination) of the inside of a subject, the capsule
endoscope functions, from when it is swallowed from a
mouth of the subject to when it is naturally excreted from the
subject, such that it moves inside a body cavity, e.g., inside
organs such as a stomach and a small intestine, by peristalsis
and the like and captures images of the inside of the subject
at, e.g., 0.5-second intervals.

While the capsule endoscope travels inside the subject, an
external image display device receives images captured by
the capsule endoscope via an antenna arranged on the body
surface of the subject. The image display device has a
wireless communication function for the capsule endoscope
and a memory function for the images, and sequentially
stores the images received from the capsule endoscope
inside the subject in a memory. Doctors and nurses display
the images accumulated in the image display device, i.e., the
images of the inside of the digestive tract of the subject, on
a display, so that they can observe (examine) the inside of
the subject to make a diagnosis.

Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No. 2006-297093
discloses a technology for applying a color filter array (CFA)
in which the percentage of blue sensing elements is
increased compared to those of red sensing elements and
green sensing elements in order to obtain sharp images when
in-vivo images are acquired. This technology is based on the
fact that blue light has a shorter wavelength than other light
and is reflected by the surface of a body tissue without
reaching the inside of the body tissue to be scattered.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An image generating device according to an aspect of the
invention includes: a first image-information generating unit
that generates first image information based on a plurality of
pieces of acquired color element information; a color-com-
ponent detecting unit that detects a predetermined color
component based on each piece of color element informa-
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tion; a color-component eliminating unit that eliminates the
predetermined color component detected by the color-com-
ponent detecting unit from a predetermined piece of color
element information among the plurality of pieces of color
element information; and a second image-information gen-
erating unit that generates second color information based
on a piece of color element information obtained by elimi-
nating the predetermined color component by the color-
component eliminating unit and another piece of color
element information, wherein the plurality of pieces of color
element information are red data, green data, and blue data,
the color-component detecting unit detects a yellow color
component, the color-component eliminating unit generates
yellow-eliminated green data by eliminating the yellow
component from the green data, and the second image-
information generating unit generates the second image
information based on the yellow-eliminated green data and
the blue data.

An endoscope system according to another aspect of the
invention includes: a first image-information generating unit
that generates first image information based on a plurality of
pieces of acquired color element information; a color-com-
ponent detecting unit that detects a predetermined color
component based on each piece of color element informa-
tion; a color-component eliminating unit that eliminates the
predetermined color component detected by the color-com-
ponent detecting unit from a predetermined piece of color
element information among the plurality of pieces of color
element information; and a second image-information gen-
erating unit that generates second color information based
on a piece of color element information obtained by elimi-
nating the predetermined color component by the color-
component eliminating unit and another piece of color
element information, wherein the plurality of pieces of color
element information are red data, green data, and blue data,
the color-component detecting unit detects a yellow color
component, the color-component eliminating unit generates
yellow-eliminated green data by eliminating the yellow
component from the green data, and the second image-
information generating unit generates the second image
information based on the yellow-eliminated green data and
the blue data.

An image generating method according to still another
aspect of the invention includes: generating first image
information based on acquired red data, green data, and blue
data; calculating hue of the first image information; detect-
ing a yellow component based on the hue calculated at the
calculating; eliminating the yellow component from the
green data; and generating second image information based
on yellow-eliminated green data obtained by eliminating the
yellow component from the green data at the eliminating and
the blue data, wherein the plurality of color element infor-
mation are red data, green data, and blue data, the yellow
component is detected at the detecting, the yellow-elimi-
nated green data is generated at the eliminating by elimi-
nating the yellow color component from the green data, and
the second image information is generated at the generating
the second image information based on the yellow-elimi-
nated green data and the blue data.

An image generating device according to still another
aspect of the invention includes: a first image-information
generating means that generates first image information
based on a plurality of pieces of acquired color element
information; a color-component detecting means that detects
a predetermined color component based on each piece of
color element information; a color-component eliminating
means that eliminates the predetermined color component
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detected by the color-component detecting means from a
predetermined piece of color element information among the
plurality of pieces of color element information; and a
second image-information generating means that generates
second color information based on a piece of color element
information obtained by eliminating the predetermined color
component by the color-component eliminating means and
another piece of color element information, wherein the
plurality of pieces of color element information are red data,
green data, and blue data, the color-component detecting
means detects a yellow color component, the color-compo-
nent eliminating means generates yellow-eliminated green
data by eliminating the yellow component from the green
data, and the second image-information generating means
generates the second image information based on the yel-
low-eliminated green data and the blue data.

The above and other features, advantages and technical
and industrial significance of this invention will be better
understood by reading the following detailed description of
presently preferred embodiments of the invention, when
considered in connection with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an entire general configu-
ration of a capsule endoscope system as an endoscope
system according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an example of a pixel array
of an imaging device mounted in the capsule endoscope
according to the embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of an
image generating device according to the embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 4 is a detailed block diagram illustrating a configu-
ration of an image generating circuit according to the
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5A is a diagram illustrating wavelength dependence
of spectral characteristics of an inner wall of a body cavity
according to the embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5B is a diagram illustrating wavelength dependence
of light absorption characteristics of blood according to the
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5C is a diagram illustrating wavelength dependence
of radiance of a light emitting element according to the
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5D is a diagram illustrating wavelength dependence
of spectral characteristics of an imaging device according to
the embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram illustrating a relationship
between light incidence and light reflection with respect to
the inner wall of the body cavity and a blood vessel; and

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a procedure of an image
generating process according to the embodiment of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Exemplary embodiments of an image generating device,
an endoscope system that uses the image generating device,
and an image generating method according to the present
invention will be explained in detail below with reference to
the accompanying drawings. In the following embodiments,
a capsule endoscope is described as an example of an
endoscope device in an endoscope system. However, the
present invention is not limited by the embodiments.
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FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating a configuration
of an endoscope system according to an embodiment of the
present invention. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the endoscope
system according to the embodiment includes a capsule
endoscope 2 that captures in-vivo images of a subject 1, a
receiving device 3 that receives image signals wirelessly
transmitted by the capsule endoscope 2, an image display
device 4 that displays the in-vivo images captured by the
capsule endoscope 2, and a portable recording medium 5 for
transfer and receipt of data between the receiving device 3
and the image display device 4.

The capsule endoscope 2 is one example of an endoscope
device that captures in-vivo images of the subject 1, and has
an imaging function and a wireless communication function
in a capsule-shaped casing. The capsule endoscope 2 is
introduced into organs of the subject 1 via the oral route or
the like, and sequentially captures in-vivo images of the
subject 1 at predetermined intervals (e.g., at 0.5-second
intervals) while travelling inside the organs of the subject 1
by peristalsis and the like. More specifically, the capsule
endoscope 2 applies illumination light such as white light to
an object inside the organs, and captures images of the object
illuminated with the illumination light, i.e., in-vivo images
of the subject 1. The capsule endoscope 2 wirelessly trans-
mits image signals of the in-vivo images of the subject 1 thus
captured to the receiving device 3 located outside. The
capsule endoscope 2 repeats in-vivo image capturing opera-
tion and wireless transmission operation in sequence from
when it is introduced into the organs of the subject 1 to when
it is excreted out of the subject 1. As an imaging unit of the
capsule endoscope 2, an imaging device in which red (R),
green (G), and blue (B) pixels are arrayed as illustrated in
FIG. 2 is used. In the embodiment, the imaging device with
a Bayer array as illustrated in a pixel array 2a of FIG. 2 is
used, in which G data has twice as much photosensitivity as
that of R data or B data. Such an array is an array of a normal
imaging device. Thus, a normal image (white light image) of
the RGB data can be obtained. As a light emitting unit of the
capsule endoscope, an LED that emits white light is used.

The receiving device 3 includes a plurality of receiving
antennas 3a to 3/ that are arranged to be dispersed at
positions on the body surface of the subject 1, and receives
wireless signals from the capsule endoscope 2 inside the
subject 1 via at least one of the plurality of receiving
antennas 3a to 3% The receiving device 3 extracts image
signals from among the wireless signals received from the
capsule endoscope 2, and acquires image data of in-vivo
images contained in the extracted image signals.

The receiving device 3 has an image generating function
of generating two types of images using different image
processing. The positional relation of the images is such that
the images are of an identical object. The receiving device
3 performs the different image processing on color data of a
one-frame in-vivo image acquired from the capsule endo-
scope 2, and generates the two types of images, e.g., a
normal image, such as a white light image, and a spectral
image. The positional relation of the images is such that the
images are of an identical object and types of applied image
processing are different. The normal image and the spectral
image generated by the receiving device 3 are in-vivo
images in each of which an identical object appears in a
different drawing mode. Every time the receiving device 3
receives a one-frame in-vivo image from the capsule endo-
scope 2, the receiving device 3 sequentially generates the
normal image and the spectral image of an identical object
based on the acquired one-frame in-vivo image. The receiv-
ing device 3 accumulates a normal-image group and a
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spectral-image group in the recording medium 5 pre-at-
tached thereto. In this case, the receiving device 3 sequen-
tially stores the normal image and the spectral image of an
identical object, which are generated from an identical
in-vivo image, in the recording medium 5 as in-vivo images
assigned with an identical frame number and subjected to
different types of image processing. The receiving device 3
associates time data, such as imaging time or receiving time,
of an original in-vivo image with each image in the white-
light-image group and the spectral-image group.

The receiving antennas 3a to 3/ of the receiving device 3
may be arranged on the body surface of the subject 1 as
illustrated in FIG. 1, or may be arranged on a jacket that the
subject 1 is to wear. The number of the receiving antennas
of the receiving device 3 needs to be at least one, and is not
limited to eight.

The image display device 4 has a configuration like a
workstation that load various types of data such as an in-vivo
image group of the subject 1 via the recording medium 5 and
display the loaded various types of data of the in-vivo image
group and the like. More specifically, the recording medium
5 detached from the receiving device 3 is attached to the
image display device 4, and the image display device 4 loads
data stored in the recording medium 5 to thereby acquire the
various types of data of the in-vivo image group (the
normal-image group and the spectral-image group) of the
subject 1. The image display device 4 has a display switch-
ing function of displaying the acquired in-vivo images on a
display, and switching between identical-object images that
contain a desired image area specified in the displayed
in-vivo images and that are subjected to different types of
image processing. With the image display by the image
display device 4, diagnosis and the like is performed.

The recording medium 5 is a portable recording medium
for transfer and receipt of data between the receiving device
3 and the image display device 4 described above. The
recording medium 5 is configured to be detachably attached
to the receiving device 3 and the image display device 4, and
be able to output and record data when attached to the
receiving device 3 and the image display device 4. More
specifically, when attached to the receiving device 3, the
recording medium 5 records therein the in-vivo image group
subjected to image processing by the receiving device 3,
time data of each image, and the like.

Next, with reference to FIG. 3, an image generating
device 10 mounted in the receiving device 3 is described
below. The image generating device 10 includes: a prepro-
cessing circuit 11 that performs preprocessing on data D of
a baseband signal converted from a wirelessly-transmitted
wireless signal and outputs each RGB color data; an image
generating circuit 12 that generates a normal image D1 and
a spectral image D2 from each RGB color data; a normal-
image adjusting circuit 13 that performs postprocessing such
as predetermined image adjustment on the normal image D1
and outputs a final normal image D10; and a spectral-image
adjusting circuit 14 that performs postprocessing such as
predetermined image adjustment on the spectral image D2
and outputs a final spectral image D20. More specifically,
the image generating circuit 12 detects a yellow component
from input each RGB color data, and generates a spectral
image based on data, which is obtained by eliminating
yellow-component data from G data, and B data.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a detailed configu-
ration of the image generating circuit 12. The image gener-
ating circuit 12 includes: a normal-image generating circuit
21; a hue calculating circuit 22; a yellow-component detect-
ing circuit 23; a yellow-component eliminating circuit 24;
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6

and a spectral-image generating circuit 25. The normal-
image generating circuit 21 temporarily stores input each
RGB color data in an R data memory, a G data memory, and
a B data memory, combines these pieces of data as one-
frame normal image data D1, and outputs the normal image
data D1.

The hue calculating circuit 22 calculates hue from the
normal image data D1 output from the normal-image gen-
erating circuit 21. The yellow-component detecting circuit
23 detects yellow-component data DY based on the hue
calculated by the hue calculating circuit 22. The yellow-
component eliminating circuit 24 generates yellow-elimi-
nated G data GY by eliminating the yellow-component data
DY from the G data input to the normal-image generating
circuit 21.

The spectral-image generating circuit 25 generates and
outputs spectral image data D2 from the yellow-eliminated
G data, which is output from the yellow-component elimi-
nating circuit 24, and the B data, which is input to the
normal-image generating circuit 21, using contrast informa-
tion for green and blue. The spectral-image generating
circuit 25 temporarily stores the yellow-eliminated G data in
the R data memory, temporarily stores the B data in the G
data memory and the B data memory, and outputs the
spectral image data D2 using the contrast information in
accordance with each RGB data.

With reference to FIGS. 5A to 5D, and 6, the spectral
image is described below. As represented by spectral char-
acteristics .1 of FIG. 5A, the spectral characteristics level of
the inner wall of a body cavity is high at yellow (580 nm)
or red (680 nm) and thereabove. In contrast, as represented
by the absorption characteristics 1.2 of FIG. 5B, the light
absorption characteristics level of blood is maintained low
other than at peaks of 415 nm (blue) and 540 nm (green). In
other words, an image of the inner wall of the body cavity
is generally reddish, and contrast information for color and
brightness due to the spectral characteristics of the inner
wall of the body cavity mostly appears in G pixels (G data)
and R pixels (R data). Furthermore, contrast information for
brightness due to the light absorption characteristics of
blood mostly appears in B pixels (B data) and G pixels (G
data).

Regarding the radiance level of a light emitting element,
as represented by the light emission characteristics 1.3 of
FIG. 5C, its peak wavelength appears at 415 nm similarly to
the peak wavelength of the light absorption characteristics of
blood, but it is not disproportionately distributed to blue (B),
green (G), or red (R) as a whole, so that white light is
obtained. As illustrated in FIG. 5D, regarding the spectral
sensitivity level of the imaging device, B, G, R pixels
respectively have spectral characteristics 1.4B, [L4G, and
L4R having peaks and distributed with centers at around 415
nm (blue), 540 nm (green), and 680 nm (red). In this case,
each of the spectral characteristics L4B, 1.4G, and [.4R has
a region where some of them overlap each other. For
example, the spectral characteristics 14G and L4R overlap
each other at 580 nm (yellow). In other words, both G data
and R data contain a yellow component.

Meanwhile, as illustrated in FIG. 6, the inner wall of the
body cavity contains capillary 50 in a mucous-membrane
surface layer 40, and also contains a thick blood vessel 51
in a mucous-membrane deep part 41. The light of 415 nm
(blue) applied to the inner wall of the body cavity does not
reach the inside of a tissue because its wavelength is short,
and is absorbed by the capillary 50 due to the light absorp-
tion characteristics of blood as described above (see 30B of
FIG. 6). The light of 540 nm (green) reaches the mucous-
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membrane deep part 41 because its wavelength is longer
than blue, and is absorbed by the thick blood vessel 51 due
to the light absorption characteristics of blood as described
above (see 30G of FIG. 6). On the other hand, red light
reaches inner tissue 42 and most of the red light is reflected
as scattered light (see 30R of FIG. 6). Therefore, with
application of photosensitivity to only 415 nm (blue) and
540 nm (green), it is possible to obtain contrast information
of a blood vessel image of the capillary 50, the thick blood
vessel 51, and the like.

Thus, a blood vessel image is obtained as the spectral
image described above using the contrast information of a
blood vessel and by using only B data and G data. However,
because of the spectral characteristics of the spectral sensi-
tivity of the imaging device as illustrated in FIG. 5D, a
yellow component is contained in the G data, so that the
resolution of the spectral image may be decreased.

To cope with this, the image generating circuit 12
described above calculates hue from each RGB data, detects
a yellow component from the hue, and eliminates the yellow
component from the G data, so that the contrast information
for only green (540 nm) can be obtained. In contrast,
contrast information for only blue (415 nm) can be obtained
from the B data. The B data is allowed to contain a small
amount of short-wavelength components of the G data, and
the G data is allowed to contain a small amount of long-
wavelength components of the B data. In other words, it is
sufficient that the spectral image is generated using only the
contrast information for components of 415 nm (blue) and
540 nm (green).

In the embodiment described above, the yellow compo-
nent is eliminated from the G data. However, it is possible
to eliminate a long-wavelength component longer than the
yellow component and containing a red component. By
eliminating the long-wavelength component longer than the
yellow component from the G data, the G data becomes
narrowband data corresponding to only a green region, so
that a sharp spectral image can be obtained.

Furthermore, in the embodiment described above, the
image generating device 10 is mounted in the receiving
device 3. However, the present invention is not limited to
this example. For example, the image generating device 10
can be mounted in the image display device 4. In this case,
the receiving device 3 generates only the normal image, the
recording medium 5 records only the normal image, and the
image generating device 10 in the image display device 4
generates the spectral image based on RGB data forming the
normal image. Spectral image may be generated as needed
from a desired normal image in accordance with a genera-
tion instruction.

Moreover, in the embodiment described above, the image
generating device 10 is described as a circuit structure.
However, it is possible to generate the normal image and the
spectral image through image processing by software. That
is, as illustrated in FIG. 7, the normal image is generated
based on the RGB data forming the normal image (Step
S101). Subsequently, hue is calculated from the data of the
normal image, and a yellow component is detected from the
hue (Step S102). Then, the yellow component is eliminated
from the G data (Step S103). Finally, the spectral image is
generated based on the B data and the G data obtained after
elimination of the yellow component (Step S104), and
process ends. In this case, it is possible to omit the process
at Step S101 and obtain either the normal image or the
spectral image through the processes at Steps S102 to S104.

According to the embodiment, it is possible to obtain a
white-light normal image from acquired each RGB data, and
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8

at the same time, it is possible to obtain a spectral image of
a blood vessel image and the like in which a positional
relation of an object is identical to that of the normal image.
Therefore, because the positional relation of an object is
identical between the normal image and the spectral image,
it is possible to easily and highly accurately specify a target
of interest during diagnosis and the like.

In the embodiment described above, the imaging device
with a Bayer array as illustrated in FIG. 2 is used. However,
the present invention is not limited to this example. For
example, it is possible to replace one of two G pixels in an
array of R, G, G, B with a magenta (Mg) pixel so as to
increase the resolution of R data and B data. By using the
Mg pixel, the sensitivity of an R component and a B
component can be increased, so that the resolution of the R
data and the B data can be increased.

As described above, the image generating device, the
endoscope system, and the image generating method accord-
ing to the present invention are useful for acquiring a normal
image, which is a color image of an object illuminated with
white light, and a spectral image generated using a specific
color component. In particular, the present invention is
suitably applied to an image generating device, an endo-
scope system, and an image generating method capable of
simultaneously obtaining a normal image and a spectral
image, between which a positional relation of an identical
object is identical, with a simple structure.

According to the embodiment, a first image-information
generating unit generates first image information being a
normal image, such as a white light image, based on a
plurality of pieces of acquired color element information; a
color-component detecting unit detects a predetermined
color component based on each piece of color element
information; a color-component eliminating unit eliminates
the predetermined color component detected by the color-
component detecting unit from a predetermined piece of
color element information among the plurality of pieces of
color element information; and a second image-information
generating unit generates second color information being a
spectral image, such as a blood vessel image, based on a
piece of color element information obtained by eliminating
the predetermined color component by the color-component
eliminating unit and other pieces of color element informa-
tion. Therefore, it is possible to simultaneously obtain the
first image information, such as the normal image, and the
second image information, such as the spectral image,
between which a positional relation of an identical object is
identical, with a simple structure.

The above and other features, advantages and technical
and industrial significance of this invention will be better
understood by reading the following detailed description of
presently preferred embodiments of the invention, when
considered in connection with the accompanying drawings.

What is claimed is:

1. An image generating device comprising:

a first image-information generating unit that generates
first image information based on a plurality of pieces of
acquired color element information;

a color-component detecting unit that detects a predeter-
mined color component based on each piece of color
element information;

a color-component eliminating unit that eliminates the
predetermined color component detected by the color-
component detecting unit from a predetermined piece
of color element information among the plurality of
pieces of color element information; and
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a second image-information generating unit that generates
second color information based on a piece of color
element information obtained by eliminating the pre-
determined color component by the color-component
eliminating unit and another piece of color element
information, wherein

the plurality of pieces of color element information com-
prises red data, green data, and blue data,

the color-component detecting unit detects a yellow color
component,

the color-component eliminating unit generates yellow-
eliminated green data by eliminating the yellow com-
ponent from the green data, and

the second image-information generating unit generates
the second image information based on the yellow-
eliminated green data and the blue data.

2. The image generating device according to claim 1,

wherein

the color-component detecting unit detects a long-wave-
length component containing a yellow component or a
red component longer than the yellow component, and

the color-component eliminating unit generates color data
by eliminating the long wavelength component having
the yellow component or the red component longer
than the yellow component from the green data.

3. The image generating device according to claim 1,
wherein the second image-information generating unit gen-
erates the second image information by associating red data
of the first image information with the yellow-eliminated
green data, and associating each of green data and blue data
of the first image information with the blue data.

4. The image generating devices according to claim 1,
wherein the second image-information generating unit gen-
erates the second image information based on each piece of
contrast information for the yellow-eliminated green data
and the blue data.

5. An endoscope system comprising:

a first image-information generating unit that generates
first image information based on a plurality of pieces of
acquired color element information;

a color-component detecting unit that detects a predeter-
mined color component based on each piece of color
element information;

a color-component eliminating unit that eliminates the
predetermined color component detected by the color-
component detecting unit from a predetermined piece
of color element information among the plurality of
pieces of color element information; and

a second image-information generating unit that generates
second color information based on a piece of color
element information obtained by eliminating the pre-
determined color component by the color-component
eliminating unit and another piece of color element
information, wherein

the plurality of pieces of color element information com-
prises red data, green data, and blue data,

the color-component detecting unit detects a yellow color
component,

the color-component eliminating unit generates yellow-
eliminated green data by eliminating the yellow com-
ponent from the green data, and
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the second image-information generating unit generates
the second image information based on the yellow-
eliminated green data and the blue data.

6. The endoscope system according to claim 5, further

comprising:

an endoscope device that captures an in-vivo image of a
subject; and

a display device that displays the first image information
and the second image information generated by the
image generating device.

7. The endoscope system according to claim 6, wherein

the endoscope device is a capsule endoscope.

8. An image generating method comprising:

generating first image information based on acquired red
data, green data, and blue data;

calculating hue of the first image information;

detecting a yellow component based on the hue calculated
at the calculating;

eliminating the yellow component from the green data;
and

generating second image information based on yellow-
eliminated green data obtained by eliminating the yel-
low component from the green data at the eliminating
and the blue data, wherein

the yellow component is detected at the detecting,

the yellow-eliminated green data is generated at the
eliminating by eliminating the yellow color component
from the green data, and

the second image information is generated at the gener-
ating the second image information based on the yel-
low-eliminated green data and the blue data.

9. An image generating device comprising:

a first image-information generating means that generates
first image information based on a plurality of pieces of
acquired color element information;

a color-component detecting means that detects a prede-
termined color component based on each piece of color
element information;

a color-component eliminating means that eliminates the
predetermined color component detected by the color-
component detecting means from a predetermined
piece of color element information among the plurality
of pieces of color element information; and

a second image-information generating means that gen-
erates second color information based on a piece of
color element information obtained by eliminating the
predetermined color component by the color-compo-
nent eliminating means and another piece of color
element information, wherein

the plurality of pieces of color element information com-
prises red data, green data, and blue data,

the color-component detecting means detects a yellow
color component,

the color-component eliminating means generates yellow-
eliminated green data by eliminating the yellow com-
ponent from the green data, and

the second image-information generating means gener-
ates the second image information based on the yellow-
eliminated green data and the blue data.
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